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for the giving of corpses to the vultures, and for the sacredness
of marriage with a next of kin.

Out of this miscellaneous Zoroaster, as known to the Greeks
and Romans, at an earlier date to the Jews in exile, we have
to pick out probable or possible elements which may have
found their way into other religions, We have mostly dealt
with the Jews already. That they may have slightly coloured
their angelology and demonology from the system they found
around them in Media and Babylon is not impossible. That
they learnt from some such sources the literary form known
as Apocalyptic is not unlikely. But we dare not yield to
temptation and take any more.

A new and startling development of possibilities of external
influence has been lately opened up by Dr Spooner, in con-
nexion with those fruitful discoveries of his spade at Patali-
putra. Having seen reason to suspect Persian and Magian
influence in the time of Candragupta and his famous grandson
A^oka, he has since gone further, and found much striking
evidence that the beginnings of Buddhism owe a great deal
to the Magi. <^akya Muni, Gautama's title, is regarded as
meaning' Iranian Silentiary': we connect at once the tradition
that Zoroaster was a silentiary monk for years. It is very
unlike the Prophet of the Gathas, but sufficiently suits the
traditional sage who may have been known to Gautama.
Dr Spooner has shown that the practice of sister-marriage
appears in Gautama's circle, and other characteristics of
Magians in his time. His virtual surrender of Theism may
have come from a deep dissatisfaction alike with Magian
Dualism and Hindu polytheism, neither of which gave him
a doctrine of God that would satisfy the obstinate questions
of his mind, or still the cravings of his heart. And Dr
Spooner has even suggested that the doctrine of re-incarna-
tion, destined to mould so profoundly the thought of India
for ages, owed its first impulse to the Magi, and their con-
ception of the Fravashi. We should have to suppose that
the Magi, so characteristically adaptable to the people among
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